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Ex Libris 

The tendering process concerning the future of the 
community libraries in the Borough, including 
Shortlands, has resulted in Community Links 
Bromley (CLB), being offered “preferred bidder” 
status.  CLB is a voluntary organisation working 
primarily in the third sector, supported in part by the 
local council.   The other bidders are aware of the 
position. 

In consultation with the Council, CLB will now 
consider its position on the day-to-day provision 
of this important community service to operate in 
all six community libraries. It has to submit a 

bus iness p l an fo r fu r the r 
evaluation by the Council, 
which will remain responsible, 
at all times, for monitoring the 
libraries in terms of service 
satisfaction and the need to 
ensure that statutory obligations 
are met. The Council will 
continue to own and maintain  
the premises in Shortlands Road. 

It will be for the ‘new’ operator to develop the 
activities of each library in line with its appointment. 
It will recruit volunteer staff, maintain the lending 
service and the opening hours and have the ability to 
introduce leisure ‘workshops’ to meet perceived local 
interests. 

It is unlikely that any changes will be incorporated 
into the local library service prior to the end of this 
summer. 

In outsourcing the community library service the 
Council hopes to save some £300k. 

Harris Primary Academy, Kingswood 
Road 

Residents have no doubt been following the 
progress of the building work, at the former 
Kingswood House site, which is, as far as we know, 
on course for opening in September.   

Exactly how the parking and traffic management 
issues are to be addressed has always been at the 
top of our list of concerns.  We met Chief Planner 
Jim Kehoe and his team together with Councillors 
Mary Cooke and Colin Smith recently to seek 
clarity on the next steps.  

The proposers submitted an assessment, with the 
original planning application, as to how the impact 
on traffic and parking  could be mitigated. It had to 
be re-submitted after discussion with Bromley’s 
planning and traffic team and following comments 
from the SRA and others.  The second version was 
accepted, although in our view it contained a 
number of flaws from the original. 
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Among the conditions placed on the approval by 
Bromley planners was a requirement that a Travel 
Plan be produced, and receive written approval 
prior to “commencement of use”, to address how 
staff, parents and carers will be encouraged to 
travel by methods other than car to the site. We 
suggested that a survey of current parents and 
carers would provide a good baseline for assessing 
the likely number of journeys by car in the future. 

Harris is expected to produce the Travel Plan before 
the end of April.  There will then be a 21 day period 
of consultation (not, in this case required by law, 
but being undertaken given the level of local 
interest). Councillors will have the right to “call in” 
the Plan if they have concerns, and the normal 
routes of appeal beyond the Bromley Planning 
Committee are available. 

We emphasised that this needed to be a thorough 
process of assessment and consultation – the nearer 
we get to a September opening, the greater will be 
the pressure to give consent to a plan that may not 
be sufficiently robust – and the need to deal with 

commuter parking as part of a wider strategy. 

The SRA will, of course, continue to keep a close 
eye on all of this.  But a word of warning … the 
Head Teacher of the academy in its temporary 
home has already had to write to parents and carers 
about parking problems in Sandford Road and we 
will want to make sure that this is not a sign of 
things to come. 

Development issues  

Where we are asked for support in opposing a planning 
applications, writes Planning Officer, Danny Miller, we 

will always look carefully at what is proposed and decide 
whether it is right for the SRA to object. This is often 
difficult where there is a potential dispute between 
neighbours and we therefore look at the wider 
implications such as the effect on the immediate 
neighbourhood and the setting of a precedent. 

We will also consider writing to the planning 
department drawing their attention to critical issues 
but without ourselves raising a specific objection. 

This is what happened when we were asked to oppose 
the proposed demolition of 44 Cumberland Road and 
the erection of a block of flats. There were existing 
blocks of flats in the immediate vicinity. However, we 
looked at the criteria which the planning department 
would normally apply in this kind of situation and 
wrote to the department raising these issues. In 
particular it had been drawn to our attention that for 
years there had been visibility problems at the adjacent 
crossroads and adding a number of additional vehicles 
might add to the difficulties. 

Last year, Tony Banfield of the Bromley 
Civic Trust spoke to us and covered 
some of the less agreeable aspects of 
town centre development. This year, 
Craig Higgins has kindly agreed to be 
our guest speaker. Craig is the 
Marketing Manager of Intu Bromley and 
so holds an important position as to how 
our local major retail complex operates, 
and how it relates to some of the wider 
town centre initiatives that affect all of us 
in Shortlands. We look forward to a lively 
and informative discussion.  

SRA Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 20 April at 8.15pm
 St Mary’s Church Hall.

Meeting papers enclosed with this
Newsletter



We therefore contributed to the debate without taking 
a direct position. In fact the application was rejected. 

We may also face a dilemma when there is an 
application to erect a mobile phone mast. There 
have been two in our area recently. These masts are 
often very tall and hardly an aesthetic benefit. 
However, they also serve a very practical purpose in 
the modern world. Add into the debate, potential but 
unproven, health issues and we, as a committee, 
might well find it difficult to decide one way or 
another. This is an example whereby individuals 
may have to take their own action. 

There are occasions where the Council planning 
department has to consider enforcement where no 
planning approval has been granted but where there 
may be uncertainty about the position. The danger 
is that the problem is simply ignored. 

In one particular current case we are encouraging 
action by the planning department where we believe 
that inaction is wrong and would set exactly the 
kind of precedent mentioned above. If nothing else 
we now have an active dialogue with an 
enforcement officer. 

As an organisation we do not wish to be seen as 
being against any development and that is not our 
position. However, we are a local pressure group 
and one of our functions is to represent the interests 
of our residents in respect of planning matters so 
please do not hesitate to refer planning matters to 
us. 

A walk through Shortlands’ history  

From the Celts and Romans through to Oliver 
Cromwell, from railway terminus to the home of 
world famous childrens’ writers Enid Blyton and 
Richmal Crompton, Shortlands is full of history … 
if you know where to look. 

Why not join us on our next guided Walk of 
historical Shortlands and see for yourselves? It will 
start at 2.30pm on Saturday 11th June at 
Shortlands Station Ticket Hall and will take us 
over one and a half hours and finish off with a well-
earned sit down over tea and cakes! As usual there 
is no charge. 

If you are interested in coming on the Walk, please 
call Mike Ricketts on 0208 460 0395 to book a 
place. 

Visit to Shortlands Great House  

Our first guided visit last Summer to Shortlands’ 
‘Great House’, now Bishop Challoner School, 
proved a huge success and so we are running another 
visit, this time at 2.30pm on Tuesday 23rd August. 

See how the House, built over 300 years ago, has 
gradually developed over the centuries, from the 
only large ‘mansion’ in Shortlands occupied in turn 
by many august families, through to it becoming a 
private hotel between the World Wars, and then, in 
the 1950s Bishop Challoner School.  Learn of the 
famous characters who have passed through the 
House…including Oliver Cromwell! 

Places on the visit are likely to be at a premium; so, 
please put your names down soon to join the tour, 
by contacting Mike Ricketts on 0208 460 0395. We 
shall meet up and start the visit in front of the 
School main building – parking will be available as 
school holidays will still be under way. 

Entertainment on your doorstep! 

Many of you will be aware of the excellent modern 
performance hall at Langley Park Boys' School which 
regularly hosts concerts, films and shows by, for 
example, Park Langley Community Choir, Bromley 
Symphony Orchestra and, particularly, the bands and 
ensembles of Bromley Youth Music Trust (BYMT).  

Bromley Council has withdrawn all cash grants to 
BYMT and, from 2017, may well charge for its 
currently rent free Centre in Southborough Lane. 
But BYMT remains committed to providing young 
musicians with the opportunity to train and perform 
to the highest standards. Just three of many events 
coming soon, with contacts for further information. 

Bromley Youth Chamber Orchestra, Sat. 7 May, 
19:30hrs, St Barnabas Church, Beckenham 
St Georges Chamber Orchestra with BYMT, Sat 14 
May, 19:45hrs, St Georges Church, Beckenham 
BYMT Symphony Orchestra, Sun 26 June, 18:00hrs, 
Langley Park Performance Hall. 
www.bymt.co.uk; www.bromleysymphony.org; 
www.langleyfilmbox.com; www.sgco.co.uk 
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Jay Dunk

Kitchens, Bathrooms, double glazing,

refurbishments and any small jobs. Over

15 years experience. Very friendly and

reliable. Please call for a free estimate.

07966470996 8658 9844

Osman & Sons Bespoke Tailors
Established in Shortlands for over 25 years,

We provide bespoke tailoring for both
ladies and gentlemen using only the
highest quality fabrics and workman-
ship. A full high end alteration and valet
service is also available.

102 Beckenham Lane
0208 290 6408

www.osmantailors.shortlands.com

inc.

Sunday

Beckenham Dental Centre

14 Bromley Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 5JE

Caring for families in Beckenham for almost 40 years
Beckenham Dental Centre

For more information or to book your
appointment call 0208 650 1209

•Cosmetic treatment & tooth whitening
•Orthodontics - teeth straightening
•Dental implants
•Denplan Care
•5 Hygienists
•Children’s unit

www.beckenhamdentist.co.uk
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SundayWith Emergency

Appointments
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Shortlands Library
Your local library providing popular fiction

and non-fiction, free internet access and
much, much more. Find us at:

110 Shortlands Road
0208 460 9692

Shortlands.library@bromley.gov.uk

This space to let

Are you organising a funeral
reception for a loved one?
Let Careys Funeral Caterers take the stress out of
organising the catering.
With over 25 years’ experience, we understand what is
involved with such an occasion, including advice on
menus, the venue, numbers and drinks.

“ kind and attentive staff”
“ the booking was effortless”

“ the quality and quantity of the food was perfect”

Call us now on 020 8658 5008
or visit

www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk


