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CHANGES AT THE SRA 

Regular readers will notice the new layout and 

header for the newsletter.  Our new logo is one of 

a number of changes we are making and which 

we set out at the AGM in April.   

 

Other changes include the development of a new 

and improved web site.  This is under 

development and should be “live” very shortly – 

hopefully by the end of October.  In the 

meantime, our old web site is still accessible, and 

will be until early in the New Year when our 

licence expires, but please note that it is no longer 

being maintained and updated.  The new web 

address will be “shortlandsra.org.uk” (no longer 

“shortlandsresidents.org.uk”) and it will be 

smarter and slicker than its predecessor. 

REPORT LOCAL CRIMES IMMEDIATELY 

One of the most vital aspects of local policing is 

the intelligence we can all give to our local police 

or the police in general. It seems that, even when 

residents actually witness a crime going on, the 

police sometimes only get advised several hours, 

days or even weeks afterwards! 
 

Of course, if you see anything suspicious going 

on or even a crime being committed, call 999 

immediately. If you are simply reporting a crime 

which you have only just found out about, it is 

still important to register it on 101, which is now 

giving a much improved service; this builds up 

the map of Crime Hotspots for our police to act 

upon more widely. Whenever you call, always 

ask for the report reference number and make a 

note of it for the future to follow up if necessary. 
 

As a community we all need to try to help keep 

law and order by keeping our eyes and ears open 

and reporting any possible crime or suspicious 

activity as quickly as possible. 

PAYING OR RENEWING YOUR 

SUBSCRIPTION 

Annual membership subscriptions are £5 per 

household.  At the AGM we also talked about 

modernizing how residents can join or renew their 

membership. There are now three ways of doing 

this: 
 

 By standing order – our preferred method as it 

cuts down on administration and handling cash 

and cheques;  

 By bank transfer; 

 The traditional method, by cash or cheque, for 

those who still prefer this way of doing things. 
 

With this newsletter we are enclosing a form 

which you can use for each of these options. 

Simple instructions are included – but remember, 

where appropriate, to let us know if you have paid 

by bank transfer so that we can maintain accurate 

membership and financial records! 

NEXT OPEN MEETING – 16 NOVEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next open meeting will take place on 

Saturday 16 November at 10.30 am in the Harris 

Primary Academy Shortlands. Tony Banfield of 

the Bromley Civic Society will outline the case 

for making Shortlands Village a conservation 

area. It’s an opportunity to raise other local 

issues of concern as well. 

  

Some of you will remember that Tony spoke at 

one of our AGMs three or four years ago.  He 

has a wealth of knowledge and information on 

the history and architecture of our area and this 

will be of interest to people concerned about 

how we preserve and enhance our local 

heritage. 



NEW APPLICATIONS TO DEVELOP 

SHOPS IN THE VILLAGE 

The shops behind the hoarding in the Village are 

the subject of two new applications. Residents 

will know that there have already been two 

applications to demolish the existing buildings 

and to rebuild as a Sainsbury's Local with six flats 

over the shop. At the same time there were two 

separate but linked applications simply to 

demolish the existing buildings. 
 

We now have a new application to develop the 

site but, as before, a separate application just to 

demolish. There are very significant differences 

between the current application and the earlier 

two: – 
 

 This application does involve the creation of a 

single shop unit out of the three which exist at 

present and a considerable extension to the 

existing square footage. A new shop front 

would be created just in front of the existing 

building line. The existing single storey side 

building would be demolished; 

 There is no plan to excavate the basement as 

for the earlier proposals; 

 The single flat over the shop will be retained 

so the proposal for six flats has gone; 

 There is no named retailer behind this 

proposal; 

 Save for four short stay spaces to the front 

there would be no off-street parking; 

 The application reminds planners that the 

simultaneous application to demolish, as an 

alternative, should be regarded as a 'material 

consideration' in their decision-making. 
 

The Transport Statement, which forms part of the 

application, suggests that the anticipated four 

deliveries each day could involve lorries parking 

on Beckenham Lane just along from the site 

towards the traffic lights. There is something 

called a swept path analysis which seeks to show 

that even with large parked vehicles there would 

be adequate room for traffic to overtake even 

though it will inevitably encroach on the 

eastbound lane, i.e. towards Bromley. 
 

It is important to remember that the separate 

application to demolish is a real threat; this is not 

an application in a real sense as it is covered by so

-called deemed approval. There are very limited 

grounds for the local authority to oppose this and 

on the two previous occasions the application was 

refused on the basis that there was inadequate 

information regarding the traffic congestion and 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY 

COMMISSION (LGBC) 

The SRA recently submitted its views to a 

consultation by the LGBC on changes to ward 

boundaries in Bromley.  The main objectives of 

the review are to ensure that the arrangements 

fairly reflect the demographics of the borough and 

to reduce the overall number of councillors from 

60 to 58. 
 

We pointed out that, largely as a result of 

previous changes to the boundaries, it seems odd 

that some places which are clearly identified as 

being “Shortlands” – the Village, Shortlands Golf 

Club and even the Shortlands Tavern – fall 

outside of the Shortlands ward. 

In addition, some roads which are close to 

Shortlands (the station and the village), and where 

local residents consider themselves part of the 

Shortlands community, are actually in Copers 

Cope ward – specifically Park Hill Road, and 

Beckenham, Shortlands and Bromley Groves and 

Scott’s Lane should be reinstated as part of the 

boundary of the ward. 

BROMLEY BYPASS PLANNED THROUGH 

SHORTLANDS – BUT DON’T WORRY – 

THIS WAS IN 1929! 

90 years ago this year Shortlands residents were 

up in arms about a proposed Bromley Bypass, 

planned to take heavy traffic away from Bromley 

town-centre, which would have cut through the 

heart of Shortlands, along the Ravensbourne 

Valley, under the railway, along Valley Road, 

ultimately connecting up with the main London-

Hastings road at Bromley Common. 
 

A full five years before the Shortlands Residents’ 

Association was founded in in 1934, local Vicar 

Canon HT Knight led local residents in a 

successful fight against these proposals – which 

would have involved nearly 250 homes being 

‘adversely affected’. 
 

So the Ministry of Transport and local Bromley 

Town Council came up with an alternative route 

running through Scotts Lane, this time affecting 

just 40 houses. But there was still considerable 

local alarm; indeed, this is what triggered famous 

childrens’ author Enid Blyton, who lived in 

nearby Shortlands Road, to up sticks and move 

away. 
 

In the end, neither route cutting across Shortlands 

ever got built, and the bypass, as we know it, 

passed by on the other side of Bromley Centre!   



Pictured: Friends Chair Peter White and Janet Dewey, grand-daughter of Sir Thomas Dewey  

NEW INFORMATION BOARD FOR SOUTH HILL WOODS FOUNTAIN 

On Saturday 12 October 

a new Information Board 

was unveiled in South 

Hill Wood explaining the 

history and recent 

restoration of the 

fountain in the middle of 

the Wood.  The 

restoration planting 

around and in the 

fountain, which was the 

central focus of a 

complex garden laid out 

just before the First 

World War, were part 

funded by the SRA. 

LORD STAMP OF SHORTLANDS 

In our Autumn 2016 

Newsletter we carried a 

piece on the family of 

Lord Josiah Stamp who 

had just visited 

Shortlands to see the site 

of the house  where he 

had been killed by a 

German bomb in 1941, 75 

years earlier. It was 

recorded that at the time of his death he was the 

second richest man in England. Since we ran that 

piece, we have been asked regularly to write more 

about the life of this outstanding Shortlander. 
 

Josiah Stamp was born in June 1880. His father 

had at one time run the W H Smith bookstall on 

Wigan Station, foreshadowing Josiah’s later 

career managing the London Midland and 

Scottish Railway (LMS). After school in Kilburn 

and Goudhurst in Kent, he joined the Inland 

Revenue Department, then based in Somerset 

House, in London. He rose through the ranks of 

the Revenue, and at the same time did an 

external degree in economics at LSE. It was 

during WW1 that his talents as an economist 

became widely recognized, and he helped the 

then Chancellor of the Exchequer, Reginald 

McKenna devise new ways of collecting 

revenue! 
 

In 1922 he and his young family moved to 

Shortlands to a Victorian mansion called 

Tantallon in Park Hill Road, with grand 

Italianate gardens, through which the Greenwich 

Meridian line ran. By then he had left the 

Revenue to become Secretary and Director of 

the explosives company Nobel Industries, but he 

left when it became part of the world famous 

multinational ICI, to join the LMS, the biggest 

railway company in Great Britain. In due course 

he became both President and Chairman, when 

he modernized the company, importing US 

management ideas, and bringing in the first of 

50 Royal Scot class locomotives. 
 

By 1935 he had also become the first Charter 

Mayor of Beckenham and in 1938 he was 

ennobled, choosing the title Lord Stamp of 

Shortlands. By that time he was so highly 

regarded nationally that in July 1939 on the eve 

of WW2 he was appointed chairman of a special 

government committee to survey war plans in 

the economic and financial sectors. It is thought 

that, had he lived, he could have become 

Chancellor of the Exchequer or Governor of the 

Bank of England; but his life was cut short by 

that German bomb falling on Tantallon at the 

comparatively young age of 61 on 16 April 

1941. 

risk which would arise during demolition. 
 

The application itself is for an altogether smaller 

scale development retaining the building above 

the ground floor shop. To that extent the 

Victorian image would be retained. However, the 

three separate units at present would be linked 

into one single shop unit at ground floor level.  

There will no doubt be strong opinions about 

even this modified proposal; we should not ignore 

the fact that there have been hoardings around 

shops in our village centre now for some years.  



In support of Shortlands Residents’ Association  
 

020 8466 8445  
edwardashdale.com 

Are you in need of long-term care? 
 
My Care Consultant is a ‘care 
navigator’ whose purpose is 
to help those in need of care, 
their family members, and carers to find 
quick, accurate answers to the many 
questions that arise when care is needed. 
 

Contact us to receive a free, no-obligation  
15 minute chat about your concerns: 

T - 020 3290 3110 

E - ask@mycareconsultant.co.uk 

Shortlands Library 
Your local library providing popular fiction 

And non-fiction, free internet access and 

Much, much more.  Find us at: 

110 Shortlands Road 
020 8460 9692 

Shortlands.library@bromley.gov.uk 

FRIENDLY LOCAL ADVICE FOR ALL YOUR 
ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION REQUIREMENTS 

WWW.CWATAX.COM 
CONTACT CHRIS WELLS  (020 8460 9340) 

The publishers cannot accept responsibility for work carried out by advertisers 

PRINTRITE 
PRINT - COPY - DESIGN - DIGITAL 

www.printrite.net 

for all your printing and copying needs 

Call: 020 8464 5087 

JOHN PRIOR (HOME IMPROVEMENTS) LTD 
 

Complete Refurbishment Projects, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Decorating, Plumbing, Tiling, 

Carpentry, Full range of Handy Man Services. 
 

Based in Shortlands. Call NOW! 
Tel: 020 8699 8695/ Mobile: 0796 796 3162 


