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ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING - a date for your
diary
This year’s AGM takes place on 16 April at
7.45 at St Mary’s church hall
After last year’s excursion to the Shortlands
Golf Club, our next AGM is back on familiar
territory at St Mary’s. With the growing interest
in and importance of green issues we have
invited Parisa Danvers to be our guest speaker.
Parisa lives locally and is the founder of a
Greener and Cleaner Bromley (and Beyond).
This brings together concerned locals working
together on projects and sharing tips, ideas and
information to leave a better environment
legacy for future generations.
SHORTLANDS ‘FRIENDLY VILLAGE’
SCHEME

which will improve public spaces in and near the
Station, and pedestrian crossings, walking and
cycling links, together with access to public
transport and schools. The initiative should
thereby also improve local air quality, benefitting
us all.
The SRA were invited to take part in a
stakeholder meeting just before Christmas and
we were shown a variety of outline ideas/options
for improving pedestrian safety at the road
junctions by the Station, at the bottom of
Kingswood Road (including Harris Primary
Academy), around our War Memorial, and
outside Valley Primary School in Beckenham
Lane. Throughout the meeting we underlined the
need for measures to reduce heavy commuter
parking in roads close to the Station.
Following these initial workshops firmer detailed
proposals will be put forward by the Council for
consultation later this Spring. We hope to hold a
public meeting when these are published to
enable you to have your say about the ideas
proposed. We shall continue to keep you
informed as things move forward.
Full details can be found at https://
www.bromley.gov.uk/friendlyvillages; and for
Facebook users, “Shortlands Life” is worth
following.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2020

Through December and into January workshops
have been held with local residents and
shopkeepers to help shape the design and
programme to transform parts of Shortlands over
the next four years under the London Mayor’s
Liveable Neighbourhoods initiative.
The ‘Shortlands Friendly Village’ scheme is
aimed at making a number of key changes across
the Village and on both sides of the railway line,

We were really delighted by the response of
members to our notice in the last Newsletter that
the new annual subscription rate would come
into effect for the next membership year. In the
following weeks and up to Christmas, we had
received 170 subscriptions with almost onequarter adding a further bonus. While extremely
grateful for these generous donations, we are also
thrilled to note that almost half of all
subscriptions have been arranged as standing
orders; so next year will be much easier for
Liaison Officers and for the membership team.
Our only regret is that we did not clearly state on

the forms that the SRA membership year is based
on the calendar year - January to December. To
all members who queried this, we apologised for
not making it clear, and said that if any members
wished, they could post-date cheques, transfers
and standing orders. To state the obvious, the
date on standing orders can be changed for next
year and all other payments for 2021 can be
delayed until that year begins.
We expect to receive more donations in the next
few weeks, and particularly after this newsletter
is circulated, but when their batches are delivered
to each LO, we plan to advise each of them
which households in their roads have already
subscribed for 2020. One development that has
been a bonus for the membership team has been
to ask each member to state an e-mail address
because this allowed us to thank supporters for
their subscription in whatever form it has taken.
Please be aware that we will not under any
circumstances give personal details of any SRA
supporter, including e-mail addresses, to anyone
apart from committee members. We are aware
that it is anti-social and illegal to do so.
If you have any query about the SRA, please do
not hesitate to send it to the Membership Office
– if we do not know the answer, we know who to
turn to. Finally, the membership team sends
thanks to all readers for their interest in the SRA
and warmest thanks to all members for their
support.
A form for paying or renewing subscriptions for
2020 is included with this newsletter. If you
were one of the 170 people who completed it in
the Autumn, you do not, of course need to do so
again!
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY
COMMISSION (LGBC)
In our Autumn newsletter we summarised the
SRA’s submission to a consultation by the
LGBC on changes to ward boundaries in
Bromley. The main objectives of the review are
to ensure that the arrangements fairly reflect the
demographics of the borough and to reduce the
overall number of councillors from 60 to 58.
We highlighted some anomalies in the current
arrangements, with many parts of “Shortlands” –
the golf club, the village and the Tavern for
example - falling outside of Shortlands ward, and
other areas that were clearly identified as being
in the Shortlands community being in Copers
Cope for electoral purposes.

The
LGBC
has
now
put
forward
recommendations that reflect our arguments fully
in the next phase of their consultation. Local
residents and organisations have unto 17
February to provide further comments at https://
consultation.lgbce.org.uk/
GUIDED WALK OF SOUTH HILL WOOD –
SATURDAY 18 APRIL

Bromley is blessed with many open green
spaces, and Shortlands is no exception. We can
boast both Kingswood Glen, once the site of an
Iron Age fort, and, on a larger scale, South Hill
Wood. So we are planning, once more, a guided
walk through this beautiful and fascinating wood
this coming Spring, in partnership with the
Friends, to learn more about its history, flora and
fauna.
The walk will start at 3pm on Saturday 18 April
from the South Hill Wood Bowling Club at 2,
Tootswood Road.
Join us and learn how this ancient woodland has
changed over the centuries, especially after Sir
Thomas Dewey, first Charter Mayor of Bromley,
bought the land on which it stands in 1887,
building his house at 1, South Hill Road and then
laying out large-scale gardens on part of the site,
including exotic plants and trees from around the
world.
If you would like to join us on the walk, please
contact Mike Ricketts on 0208 460 0395 or at
mike.ricketts@sky.com

Shortlands History Walk
Due to popular demand we are bringing back
our Guided Walk through the history of
Shortlands. It will be on Saturday 27 June at
2pm, starting at Shortlands Station. Watch out
for more information in our next edition.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT NEWS

is now a significant danger that if the appeal is
successful then we could have the worst possible
situation, demolition and with nothing approved
to replace it.
At the end of each calendar year we review the
number of planning decisions and appeals. For
the SRA area, decisions were made in respect of
123 applications, this number including those
necessary in respect of trees. 25 of the
applications were refused. In 2018 there were
100 decisions and 28 refused.

The situation involving the boarded-up shops in
the Village continues to demand a great deal of
attention. Attempts are being made by the local
authority to have a defined area of the Village
and parts of surrounding roads made into a
Conservation Area to provide considerable
additional protection. However, this has not
progressed sufficiently quickly to avoid
significant developments on the planning front.
The picture shows a view of the village in 1923.
In our Autumn newsletter we mentioned that a
third application had been made, this time
considerably simpler than the previous two
applications. The most recent application
involved retaining the single flat above the
shops, rather than converting into six flats, but
still involved creating a single shop.
Many of us thought that this might be a
reasonable compromise, perhaps with some
further refinement. However, in October this
application was also rejected. In summary the
grounds were that the development would
produce an adverse effect on a locally listed
building, an overdevelopment of the area and did
not provide adequate delivery and servicing
arrangements.
In parallel with each of the three applications to
develop has been a linked application simply to
demolish the buildings as an alternative. This
could well be seen as a very unwelcome threat.
The grounds for refusing demolition are very
limited and on the most recent occasion it was
refused because the application was not
sufficiently clear in respect of the effect on
traffic flow and safety.
We understand that the most recent refusal in
respect of demolition is going to appeal and there

Appeals are always contentious. They are
expensive and if our local authority loses on
appeal, then that is wasted taxpayers' money.
Across the whole of the Borough 2019 there
were 319 appeals of which 102 were allowed,
32%. In 2018 there were 356 appeals and 139
allowed, being 39% of the total. So, for the most
recent year, there have been fewer appeals and a
lower percentage of successful appeals - for
which our local planning department deserve
congratulations.
There is a strong continuing pattern of
applications to convert office space to residential
accommodation, particularly in the centre of
Bromley and in our area to convert appropriate
single properties into flats. The local authority
had been under some considerable pressure
because there was a requirement from the Mayor
of London's office to provide in excess of 1400
new dwellings each year for 10 years. We
believe that this is now the subject of negotiation
and the final figure will be considerably less than
1400.
We remain concerned that wherever there is the
conversion from a single property to flats that
insufficient attention is paid to the consequences
of the additional use of cars including deliveries.
The danger is that where there are no controls
over parking our roads become clogged and less
pleasant. We constantly press for parking
controls particularly in the areas closest to
Shortlands station.
One of the pleasures of living where we do is the
number of trees. Many applications for approval
relate to pruning of trees and we are pleased to
note that, particularly where tree preservation
orders apply, some applications are refused and
the applicant required to look for less drastic
measures.

FRIENDLY LOCAL ADVICE FOR ALL YOUR
ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION REQUIREMENTS
WWW.CWATAX.COM
CONTACT CHRIS WELLS (020 8460 9340)

JOHN PRIOR (HOME IMPROVEMENTS) LTD
Complete Refurbishment Projects, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Decorating, Plumbing, Tiling,
Carpentry, Full range of Handy Man Services.

Are you in need of long-term care?
My Care Consultant is a ‘care
navigator’ whose purpose is
to help those in need of care,
their family members, and carers to find
quick, accurate answers to the many
questions that arise when care is needed.
Contact us to receive a free, no-obligation
15 minute chat about your concerns:
T - 020 3290 3110
E - ask@mycareconsultant.co.uk

Based in Shortlands. Call NOW!
Tel: 020 8699 8695/ Mobile: 0796 796 3162

PRINTRITE
PRINT - COPY - DESIGN - DIGITAL
www.printrite.net
for all your printing and copying needs
Call: 020 8464 5087

Shortlands Library
Your local library providing popular fiction
And non-fiction, free internet access and
Much, much more. Find us at:
110 Shortlands Road
020 8460 9692
Shortlands.library@bromley.gov.uk

In support of Shortlands Residents’ Association

020 8466 8445
edwardashdale.com

The publishers cannot accept responsibility for work carried out by advertisers

