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THE SRA AGM IS POSTPONED
Given the continuing uncertainty about how the coronavirus outbreak will develop, and taking note of
government advice, we have decided that, on balance, we should not go ahead with the AGM planned for
16 April. We will rearrange the AGM for later in the year when things are clearer.
Committee membership. The AGM notice, when issued, will include a nomination form for anyone
interested in getting involved on our executive committee. We are always keen to recruit new people who
bring fresh energy and ideas to what we do. This and other newsletters will give you a flavour of what
we do, but if you would like to know more about how we work and the sort of time commitment needed,
please contact Mark Dempsey for an informal discussion – 0208 460 4060.

SUBSCRIPTIONS UPDATE
In the last Newsletter, we expressed our delight
at the warm response from many members to the
introduction of Standing Orders. It has gone
very well, but we do regret that our procedures
for registering and processing each document led
to delays, because some banks rejected the forms
if they arrived after the requested starting date.
Although all members affected responded
immediately and without complaint, and initiated
a payment for this year and their SO for next, we
realised we should change our procedures.
Accordingly, the latest form (which can be
downloaded from our website clicking on Join
Us at the foot of the home page) asks members to
submit their SO to their bank and use part 2 of
the form to give sufficient data for the
Membership Secretary and the Treasurer to trace
the actual transaction.
Our other changes this year include the scope for
making Bank Transfers and noting email
addresses. Again, the number of members who
have used these facilities has delighted us and
especially to have the email addresses because
we have been able to use them to acknowledge
donations as well as subscriptions. Our warmest
thanks to all members for your continuing
patience and most generous support.

SHORTLANDS FRIENDLY
VILLAGE

Two further “feasibility design” consultations
were to have been held at the end of March.
These were based on feedback from residents
and traffic data and modelling. The scheme aims
to improve pedestrian crossings, walking and
cycling links, vehicle flow and access to public
transport and the open spaces around Shortlands.
These have now been postponed and we will
circulate details of the new arrangements once
they have been made via our website.
Following these consultations, design options
will be refined and some will be trialled in real
life to test their feasibility. Further consultations
will be held at each stage of the process.

SOUTH HILL WOOD WALK – 18
APRIL

Enid Blyton

There are still places available if you would
like to join our guided walk through South Hill
Wood to learn more about its history and
wildlife. It starts at 3pm on Saturday 18 April at
the South Hill Wood Bowling Club in
Tootswood Road.
As a bonus, for the first time, over a cup of tea
at the end there will be a chance to hear about
the history and wildlife of our other local
‘greenspace’, Kingswood Glen, also looked
after by the Friends.
Please contact Mike Ricketts on 0208 460 0395
or email mike.ricketts@sky.com if you would
like to come along.

SRA WEBSITE UP AND RUNNING
Our new website, www.shortlandsra.org.uk is
finally up and running. Featuring pages devoted
to local news and events, development and
planning issues, and law and order, including the
latest crimes and scams, it also has material on
our history , how to join the SRA, and a Gallery
of photographs of present day Shortlands. We are
planning to build in links to key local
organisations.
The new website also makes it easier for
everyone to access help, information or advice
from our Committee experts. If you have a
planning
question,
email
planning@shortlandsra.org.uk To enquire about
joining
the
SRA,
contact
membership@shortlandsra.org.uk For all other
queries please email info@shortlandsra.org.uk

A WALK THROUGH SHORTLANDS’
HISTORY – 27 JUNE

We are bringing back our popular guided walk
through Shortlands and its history. Learn about
how we changed from being no more than a few
farmsteads alongside the River Ravensbourne to
the busy community we are today. Hear about
famous figures who have lived here or just
passed through – from Enid Blyton to Oliver
Cromwell, from Romantic poet Shelley to
famous songwriter Tony Hatch and even Judy
Garland!
Come and join us at 2.30pm on Saturday 27 June
at Shortlands Station Ticket Hall, and for about
an hour and a half we shall lead you through the
many phases of our history, flagging up sites of
special interest…finishing off with a well
deserved sit-down over tea and cakes in a
(hopefully) sunny garden! No charge.
If you are interested in joining us on this walk,
please contact Mike Ricketts on 0208 460 0395
or email mike.ricketts@sky.com

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
NEWS
The situation in the centre of the Village behind
the boarded-up area remains very unsatisfactory
but, unfortunately, we have nothing further to
report at present. There have been three
applications to develop and three applications to
demolish and all have been rejected. However,

the most recent application to demolish will now
go to appeal and, if allowed, it could result in the
demolition of the buildings with nothing
approved at present to replace it.
At the same time there are plans to create a
Conservation Area in the Village and that
process is under way.

HELPING OUR LOCAL POLICE
Looking back over the last three months there are
frequent applications to convert office space
above shops into residential accommodation,
particularly in Bromley Town Centre. This
seems a very welcome way to deal with the
demand and obligation to build hundreds of
additional dwellings in the borough each year. It
fits very well with the overriding plan to develop
if possible in the town centre, close to transport
and not on the Green Belt.
It is also very encouraging that over the last three
months we have seen movement on the
development or improvement of three very
significant buildings in Bromley and Shortlands.
Applications have been made in respect of detail
as part of the plans to develop the Old Town
Hall, where listed building consent has been
granted regarding a number of construction
matters, further detail approved for the
development of The Royal Bell, and also
approval of some detail in respect of the
proposed lifts at Shortlands Station. No actual
timetable as to when all of this will be finished,
but the projects are moving forward.
Finally, an application has been made to replace
the footbridge over the railway line near to
Shortlands Station. This is known as the
Waterworks Footbridge. The plan is to replace
the bridge span itself, which, it appears, will end
up being a little higher than the present bridge,
and also to repair the existing staircases where
needed. There seems to be no plan to improve
access to anybody with a disability so you may
wish to make your own comments on the
Bromley Planning Website.

Much work has gone into enhancing our
relationship with our local Police team, raising
awareness of residents as to how they can “go
the extra mile” in protection, and taking more
care, so as to stop criminal activity. This has
always been emphasised and, thanks to you all,
seems to have benefited everyone.
Shortlands Ward in general has a very low crime
rate and we all want to keep it that way. We have
our hard working, local Dedicated Ward Police
Team (Sgt Derek Simcox, PC Russ Edwards, PC
Prash Dave and PCSO Adam Charles) to thank
for that as well as the Bromley Rapid Response
and other specialist Teams. Extra Police are
being recruited and trained; even now, the South
Basic Command Unit (BCU) vacancies which
includes Bromley and other Wards are being
filled. We must also thank our local Councillors
(Mary Cooke and Aisha Cuthbert) who give us
much welcome support.
As a community, we have established a
Neighbourhood Watch network (supported by
several
volunteer
and
registered
NW
Co-Ordinators) to give on a regular basis local
Police crime updates and advice. This awareness
should help us to maintain and increase where
necessary our individual security measures; this
in turn helps our neighbours because criminals
don’t see easy pickings in the area as a whole.
Being the “eyes and ears” for the Police and
reporting criminal activity or suspicious
behaviour is important as it builds up a predictive
crime map for the Police and therefore ensures
that we have adequate Police protection in the
right places.

FRIENDLY LOCAL ADVICE FOR ALL YOUR
ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION REQUIREMENTS
WWW.CWATAX.COM
CONTACT CHRIS WELLS (020 8460 9340)

JOHN PRIOR (HOME IMPROVEMENTS) LTD
Complete Refurbishment Projects, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Decorating, Plumbing, Tiling,
Carpentry, Full range of Handy Man Services.

Are you in need of long-term care?
My Care Consultant is a ‘care
navigator’ whose purpose is
to help those in need of care,
their family members, and carers to find
quick, accurate answers to the many
questions that arise when care is needed.
Contact us to receive a free, no-obligation
15 minute chat about your concerns:
T - 020 3290 3110
E - ask@mycareconsultant.co.uk

Based in Shortlands. Call NOW!
Tel: 020 8699 8695/ Mobile: 0796 796 3162

PRINTRITE
PRINT - COPY - DESIGN - DIGITAL
www.printrite.net
for all your printing and copying needs
Call: 020 8464 5087

Shortlands Library
Your local library providing popular fiction
And non-fiction, free internet access and
Much, much more. Find us at:
110 Shortlands Road
020 8460 9692
Shortlands.library@bromley.gov.uk

In support of Shortlands Residents’ Association

020 8466 8445
edwardashdale.com
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