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SRA BACKS CONSERVATION AREA FOR
SHORTLANDS VILLAGE
The SRA has given its full backing to Bromley
Council’s proposals to designate Shortlands
Village as a conservation area to help ensure
future development in the Village does not
damage its present unique character (see also our
Summer 2020 Newsletter). And we are
encouraging local residents to back these
proposals.
We are also supporting Option B in the Council’s
consultation which proposes that the southern
section of the area around Queensmead and
across the footbridge to Valley Road be added to
the existing Bromley Town Conservation Area,
while the rest of the proposed area would then
form the new ‘Shortlands Village Conservation
Area’. In fact (in common with the
Ravensbourne Valley Residents) we believe that
the area proposed should be slightly expanded to
take in parts of Ravensbourne Avenue and
Farnaby Road.
We are also backing the local listing of the award
-winning Shortlands Railway Station which was
built as it now is about 160 year ago.
OTHER VILLAGE ISSUES
Local authorities face particular pressures at the
moment, but local people have raised a number
of concerns with us about the storage of waste by
some of the shops in Shortlands Village.
These concerns have been raised initially with
the shopkeepers but unfortunately it seems they
have made no attempt to improve the appearance

at the front of their businesses. The rubbish
consists of crates and piles of packaging, rubbish
in cages and stock overspill. We all want the
shops to thrive but at present the view of the
Village is untidy and unsightly (especially when
taken alongside the boarded up shop at number
89, but that’s another story!).
Part of the issue may be that the storage of this
rubbish on the shops' forecourts is on land owned
by the shops themselves, and so enforcement
may be problematic. That said, both our local
Liaison Officer and a committee member have
visited the shops recently and asked them to be
tidier, which they have agreed to, given the
concerns of local Village residents.
It’s a real pity, then, that the Village looks such
an unattractive proposition, especially at a time
when LBB is consulting on conservation area
status for the area.
Both the SRA and
Ravensbourne Valley Residents have raised this
with local councillors and we await their
response.

VIRTUAL OPEN MEETING
We could not, of course, hold an AGM this
year (possibly the first one that we have missed
since 1945), and we normally try to run three or
four smaller open meetings throughout the year
on specific topics, but this again has not been
possible. These sessions are useful ways of
keeping in touch and raising local issues.
However, many other organisations (the Rotary
Club, Women’s Institute, U3A) have
successfully managed meetings with their
members, and those working from home have
become very experienced in the art of video
conferencing.
The SRA would like to host a Zoom virtual
meeting for Monday 9 November, starting at
7.30pm. We will publish the link on the web
site and on Facebook. If you would like to be
sent the link, or if there are items you wish to
raise, please get in touch through
info@shortlandsra.org.uk.
DEVELOPMENT NEWS
New Permitted Development (PD) rights came
into force on 1 August 2020 in respect of upward
extensions. Where PD rights apply then the local
planning authority has limited control over the
proposed work. The best example is rear
extensions.
Up to two additional storeys may be added to
existing purpose-built blocks of flats. The new
rules do not apply to buildings constructed
before July 1948 or after 5 March 2018. The total
height of the extended property must not be more
than 7 m higher than the existing roof and the
overall height of the extended building must not
exceed 30 m.
The building must be structurally capable of
supporting extra floors although strengthening is
permitted as part of engineering works incidental
to the development.
Properties in conservation areas are excluded
from these new rights so would need to use the
full planning procedure.
However, there are controls and restrictions to
the extent that the developer must still apply to
the planning department and obtain ‘prior
approval' in respect of such matters as transport
and highways impact, contamination risk, flood

risk and external appearance. Planners must
consider detailed plans to ensure there is
adequate natural light in all habitable rooms and
the effect on neighbours' potential loss of
amenity must be considered.
There has already been considerable discussion
of the circumstances in which these PD rights
may be removed by what is called an article 4
direction. Where the Council impose an article 4
direction on a specific site or a geographical
area, then the developer must go through the full
planning process; however, the Council must
provide 12 months’ notice of the removal of such
rights.
We just do not know how developers will see the
additional rights. The new rights are clearly
aimed at freeing up development in order to
create new dwellings but we do not know how
planning departments will approach such
controls as they do have.
On a similar significant matter the government is
proposing a radical overhaul of the present
planning process and has issued a White Paper
for consultation, called ‘Planning for the Future’.
The document says that the government’s
aspiration is to create a housing market that is
capable of delivering 300,000 homes annually
and 1 million homes during the current
Parliament.
Local plans would be simplified and
development
land
divided
into
three
categories...Growth, Renewal and Protected. For
more on this see our website under Planning.

SRA Membership 2021
Last year we gave early notice of the change in
subscription rate and the new options for
Standing Orders and Bank Transfers, as we felt
early notice would improve our response rate
and give us extra time to administer the new
options. The take-up of those fresh options was
most encouraging and fully justified the extra
work to set them in place. Our membership
year is based on the calendar year and we will
not distribute our next subscription forms until
we produce the first newsletter in January
2021, and, even then, subscribers who have
Standing Orders in place will not need them, of
course. We are very grateful for the most
encouraging support you have given.

SRA COVID COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS

Our local club, Rotary Beckenham raised a
record £64,000 for charities in 2019.
It provided volunteers for events run by the
charities themselves and supported the work of
other local Rotary clubs and our members still
enjoyed plenty of social activities.
Thus far, 2020 has been a difficult year for
everybody including Rotary, because it has been
prevented from doing what it does best … which
is raising money for worthwhile causes. Also, it
has meant that the Club has been unable to meet
each week for lunch and enjoy friendship and
fun.
The charities we supported over the last 12
months include Amaze Penge, Bromley Brighter
Beginnings, Childline, Demelza Children’s
Hospice, Kings College Hospital Children’s
Ward and Petts Wood Play Group. Additionally,
our members have made generous personal
donations to the local Food Bank.
Our Club will still manage the Beckenham
British Legion Poppy Appeal in November this
year and is planning to tow the Father Christmas
sleigh around the streets of Beckenham to raise
funds for local children’s charities, providing
conditions allow.
Hopefully in 2021, the Club will be able to return
to a ‘new normal’ and will recommence meeting
for lunch at the Park Langley Club each
Thursday. It will then be able to welcome new
members wishing to join its volunteering team.
If you would like to find out more about us,
search “Rotary Beckenham” for our website,
https://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/
homepage.php?ClubID=695, Facebook and
Twitter or if you prefer, speak to Richard Shaw
on 0208 460 9681.

Sadly coronavirus seems likely to be a stressful
part of our lives for many months to come. So,
the SRA has signed up to become a ‘COVID
Community Champion’. In the future Bromley
Council will be sending us regular updates,
advice and information on COVID-19 as it is
affecting people across the borough of
Bromley, and we shall pass these on in a
section of our website www.shortlandsra.org.uk
Keep a lookout for the updates as and when
they appear.
YOUR SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD PANEL
Crime in Shortlands is generally quite low level
– an occasional robbery and, more regularly,
theft of or from vehicles during most months.
Perhaps it is partly because we have one of the
most active and best attended Safer
Neighbourhood Panels in the whole borough.
But, who is involved in it and what does it do?
Firstly, both Langley Park and Shortlands
residents’ associations are members, as are local
Neighbourhood Watch groups, St Mary’s Church
and Friends of South Hill Wood and Kingswood
Glen, other people from the local community
and, of course, the local police , like our PCSO
Adam Charles, are always in attendance. We
keep in close contact with the Police Safer
Neighbourhood Team, including Adam and our
new PC Lea Hartley, and report matters of
concern (ie local intelligence) to them, usually
about anti-social behaviour, including speeding
and hooliganism, and, of course, any more
serious crime.
We also agree with them local policing priorities
and assess progress. Currently these are
safeguarding vulnerable people, tackling
anti-social behaviour, and theft of and from
vehicles.
We represent all local residents, but we are
always looking to have more residents join us for
the open stages of our bi-monthly meetings,
usually held in The Friends’ Room at St Mary’s
in non-COVID-19 times. [Lately they have had
to be held on Zoom!] If you would like to join
us, please contact current Panel Vice Chair Mike
Ricketts via info@shortlandsra.org.uk and he
will get back to you.

FRIENDLY LOCAL ADVICE FOR ALL YOUR
ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION REQUIREMENTS
WWW.CWATAX.COM
CONTACT CHRIS WELLS (020 8460 9340)

JOHN PRIOR (HOME IMPROVEMENTS) LTD
Complete Refurbishment Projects, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Decorating, Plumbing, Tiling,
Carpentry, Full range of Handy Man Services.

Are you in need of long-term care?
My Care Consultant is a ‘care
navigator’ whose purpose is
to help those in need of care,
their family members, and carers to find
quick, accurate answers to the many
questions that arise when care is needed.
Contact us to receive a free, no-obligation
15 minute chat about your concerns:
T - 020 3290 3110
E - ask@mycareconsultant.co.uk

Based in Shortlands. Call NOW!
Tel: 020 8699 8695/ Mobile: 0796 796 3162

PRINTRITE
PRINT - COPY - DESIGN - DIGITAL
www.printrite.net
for all your printing and copying needs
Call: 020 8464 5087

Shortlands Library
Your local library providing popular fiction
And non-fiction, free internet access and
Much, much more. Find us at:
110 Shortlands Road
020 8460 9692
Shortlands.library@bromley.gov.uk
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