
  

Open space strategy consultation 

Introduction 

1 The Shortlands Residents’ Association (SRA) welcomes the opportunity to contribute 

to the consultation on a new strategy for the management and use of opens spaces in the London 

Borough of Bromley.  We are lucky enough to have access to a number of open spaces in our 

local area including South Hill Wood, Kingswood Glen and Queensmead.  It is worth bearing 

in mind that the Shortlands Golf Club occupies another significant local space, even if this is 

not directly under the influence of the council. Our response takes particular account of the 

impact of the draft strategy on these areas but recognises that these fall within borough and 

region wide approaches.  Our comments are not, therefore, intended to address the detail, but 

to focus on the wider context. 

Key strategic considerations 

2 We consider that the key threats to our open spaces come from the challenges of 

catering for the growth in the size of the population from 310,000 now to 395,000.  We have 

often made the case that alongside the housing targets to cope with this expansion, there is a 

parallel need to provide improvements to the infrastructure to provide appropriate services 

(transport, health etc.) for the size of the population.   

• In the light of these pressures we consider that a strategic objective should be to 

maintain and support Bromley’s position as London’s greenest borough. This would 

imply no loss of any green space in the foreseeable future. 

  

• There should be better integration between the open spaces strategy and other key 

strategic aims and objectives on housing, transport, infrastructure etc. 

 

3 We believe that it would be helpful, for example, if the relationships between this 

strategy and wider plans.  Paragraph 5.2.2 of the Bromley Local Plan which seems to set out 

an overall requirement for a local plan strategy derived from the National Policy Planning 

Framework: 

5.2.2 The NPPF requires Local Authorities to set out a strategic approach in their 

Local Plans, planning positively for the creation, protection, enhancement and 

management of networks of biodiversity and green infrastructure. Policies should set 

out criteria against which proposals for any development on or affecting protected 

wildlife or geodiversity sites or landscape areas will be judged. Distinctions should be 

made between the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites, so 



that protection is commensurate with their status and gives appropriate weight to their 

importance and the contribution that they make to wider ecological networks. 

4 We are not clear how the Open Space Strategy satisfies or contributes to the obligation 

in the Local Plan. 

5 The strategy seeks to take a long term (10 year) view.  However, we are undergoing 

rapid changes in how society is organised as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and 

behavioural and economic and technological changes. These are already having an impact on 

the viability of key economic centres such as The Glades. Some of these centres are likely to 

be repurposed as housing, but the full effects of these trends is unlikely to be felt for some time. 

• In our view, the impact of these trends on green spaces cannot be predicted with any 

certainty at present. It may be more effective to adopt a short term “steady as she goes” 

approach until the broader context can be better understood. 

6 The consultation document makes no mention on the potential of private gardens to 

contribute to the overall aims. Many private houses in Bromley enjoy reasonably or generously 

sized private gardens, and although these are not controlled by LBB, they could form part of 

the intention to deal with climate change and biodiversity, for example by encouraging the right 

planting habits, not concreting over, and leaving wild areas for wildlife.  Proposals to build in 

the form of back filling developments are already almost universally unpopular.  

Specific comments 

7 We do not think that the case studies included in the consultation document are helpful.  

The recent investment in Beckenham Place Park has not been an unqualified success, and it 

suffered many years of neglect until the current changes were made.   

8 It is our view that each open space should be treated as unique in terms of its history, 

use and biodiversity with local Friends and other groups contributing to their future 

management. 

• The draft sets out an ambition to deliver a “10% increase in income from 

complimentary and sustainable commercial activities”. We assume that this is intended 

to reduce the calls on LBB financial support for open spaces, but there is little to expand 

on what these activities will be and how they might affect local open space users. 

• Similarly, a 1% reduction in grounds maintenance costs is proposed with little 

assessment of the impact that this might have or how any shortfalls will met.  

• We also consider that the 10% increase in Open Space Portfolio land managed for the 

benefit of biodiversity and ecology is insufficiently ambitious.  

• The drivers for the strategy (page 7) also set out the intention to secure an ongoing 

programme of capital investment.  It would be useful to know the potential sources of 

this income and the uses to which it might be put. For example, would specific sums be 

allocated to specific objectives on, say, meeting statutory duties on climate change and 

biodiversity?   

• Page 11 refers to a review of the Bromley Council, Allotment and Leisure Garden, 

Community, Delegated Sports Manager, Friends Group, Friends Forum, idverde and 



Volunteer inter-relationships, governance arrangements, community and grant funded 

projects and programme forms part of the strategic objectives and future arrangements 

will reflect best practice within the local government, community and charity sectors.  

Unless this review is needed because of dissatisfaction with current arrangements we 

are not convinced that change here is necessary.  
• Pages 12/13.  We do not think it sufficiently ambitious to say that the aim is to support 

national, regional and local planning policy, framework guidance and objectives.  As 

the London borough with the greatest amount of open space, we would want Bromley 

to be taking a lead in influencing these policies and ensuring that they are realistic, 

support local ambitions and help others to learn from Bromley’s expertise.  

Conclusion 

9 We would be interested to know how LBB intends to take this work forward.  We 

believe that it could be more effective to look at some parts of the strategy later in the year, 

when the impact of the COVID-19 crisis is better understood; and we would be keen to 

participate in any further discussions with residents associations, Friends groups etc. as the 

strategy develops. 

 

Mark Dempsey 

5 January 2021 


