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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – and your opportunity to make a difference
This year’s AGM takes place on Wednesday 28 April at 7.30pm as a virtual meeting.
Copies of the AGM Notice will be delivered with this newsletter where that has been
possible. Both are also available on the SRA website (under the heading 'AGM 2021') and
the link to the Zoom meeting is reproduced below.
Along with most organisations we have had to adapt how we do things during the
pandemic. Delivering newsletters has been difficult, and obviously face to face meetings
have not been possible, so we held a Virtual Open Meeting in the autumn. This will
naturally be a different style of AGM. We would like to deal with the normal business of
approving the accounts and electing a new committee quickly, before a short update and
then opening the meeting for wider questions and your ideas about how the SRA should
develop in the future. As usual we hope that our local councillors will be “there” to deal
with any issues relating to Bromley council. If you want to put a question in advance,
please email info@shortlandsra.org.uk
We need to recruit new committee members to bring fresh ideas and impetus to what we
do. Nomination forms are included with the AGM Notice. If you would like to find out
what’s involved, contact Mark Dempsey on 0208 460 4060.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84585954425?pwd=N2hmdlpHeGhqUURKMGRaSlY5TnRxUT09
Meeting ID: 845 8595 4425
Passcode: 992577
NEW MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Robin Phipps, who has been our membership secretary for the last two years, has decided to stand down as
he downsizes and moves away from Shortlands. We are very grateful for all he has done to keep on top of
the membership records and keep in touch with the team of liaison officers. Fortunately Robert French has
volunteered to take on the role. Robert had already been helping to maintain an electronic records, and so
is in a good position to hit the ground running.
MEMBERS E-MAIL ADDRESSES
COVID-19 has thrown up serious difficulties for us communicating to all our SRA members through our
usual channels. We are trying to set up an ‘all-members’ email group so we can keep you informed
personally and promptly about upcoming events, consultations, newsletters etc. The emails would be sent
on a blind copy basis to ensure complete individual confidentiality is maintained, following the rules of the
recent General Data Protection Regulations.
Many of you will have already given us your email addresses, but, if you have an email address, and did
not receive one from our new Membership Secretary Robert French on 23 January (covering our Winter
Newsletter), it would be extremely helpful if you could email him at robertfrench3@outlook.com so he can
update our records. When you send him your email address, please remember to include your full name
and postal address, so we can easily marry the two together.

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2021
The new 2021 form for paying membership
subscriptions is now up on our website and is
attached to the AGM Notice accompanying this
Spring Newsletter. It reflects the change of
Membership Secretary – we are pleased to
welcome Robert French to the role - but the
minimum level of the sub itself remains the same
as last year, as do the methods for payment.
With the restrictions imposed by the pandemic,
bringing in options like Standing Orders and
bank transfers as we did for 2020 enabled us to
maintain our income and we are very grateful to
all our members who have chosen to pay by
these methods. Once you set up a Standing
Order, you don’t need to take any further action,
but if you paid your sub in 2020 by bank
transfer, you will need to renew it for this year.
That said, hopefully, our Liaison Officers (LOs)
will also be able to collect your subs by cash or
cheque, for those members who prefer to pay
that way. Thanks to all our members for
supporting us, however you pay!
SRA ACCOUNTS 2019 AND 2020
This year’s AGM will be virtual and we will
have to handle things a little differently. In
advance of our April AGM we shall be
publishing in full our financial accounts for both
2019 and 2020 on our website
www.shortlandsra.org.uk
Members’ subscriptions and donations in 2020
totalled £2366, barely down on the 2019 level of
£2458, which, considering most of last year’s
collection was seriously constrained by the
pandemic, was a very reasonable figure. It was
helped by our subscription payment options
being widened to include Standing Orders and
bank transfers, and raising the minimum
payment to £5 per household.
Other income included interest from our building
society account and fees charged for selling
advertising space on the back page of our
quarterly newsletters.
Main regular spending was on printing and
stationery, our website and indemnity insurance
and, exceptionally, the cost of Zoom meetings
like our Virtual Open Meeting in November, and
‘one-offs’ like Shortlands Village Christmas
lights.
Our Treasurer Peter Berry will be on hand to
answer any questions about these accounts at our
AGM.

A WALK THROUGH SHORTLANDS’
HISTORY - 17 JULY
With lockdowns hopefully a thing of the past
come mid-Summer and everyone wanting to get
out to enjoy warmer weather, we are organising
one of our popular guided walks through
Shortlands and its history.
Learn about how we grew from just a few estate
farmsteads around the River Ravensbourne to
where we are today. Hear about the famous
figures who have lived or passed through our
community over the centuries, from the creator
of the Just William stories Richmal Crompton to
Oliver Cromwell himself!
We start off at 2.30pm on Saturday 17 July from
the Shortlands Station Ticket Hall and for a
leisurely hour and a half Mike Ricketts will lead
you through the many phases of our history,
pinpointing sites of special historic interest …
finishing off over tea and cakes in a (hopefully)
sunny garden. There is no charge.
If you would like to join us on the Walk, please
contact Mike on 0208 460 0395 or email
mike.ricketts@sky.com
NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE
Important milestones for change lie ahead for
Shortlands Village, both strongly supported by
the SRA during recent consultations.
Firstly, following consultation by the Boundary
Commission, it has been decided that
responsibility for Shortlands Village is to move
from Bromley Town Ward to fall within an
expanded ‘Shortlands and Park Langley’ Ward,
which will have three Councillors rather than the
present two. Subject to Parliamentary approval,
the new boundaries will take effect from the time
of the 2022 local government elections.
But, sooner than that, we expect that, by some
time this Summer, Shortlands Village will
become a Conservation Area, again as a result of
local consultation. This status will safeguard the
Village against inappropriate development,
which could undermine its unique character.
We’ll continue to keep you posted on both these
and other developments in the Village, especially
on road safety and traffic management issues.
Watch our website for updates appearing in the
News and Planning pages.

LOCAL CRIME UPDATE
Shortlands continues to have one of the lowest
crime rates of any ward in Bromley, if not the
very lowest, but we must not be complacent and
just assume that means we are ‘safe’. Thefts of
and from cars and other vehicles have started to
go in the wrong direction. So, be extra careful
about how you park in your drive and don’t leave
valuables in your car where they can be easily
seen.
For more info check on the Law and Order pages
of our website, especially local PCSO Adam
Charles’ advice on keeping your private vehicles
thief-free.
UPWARD EXTENSION OF FLATS
Relatively new regulations have permitted the
upward extension of some blocks of flats by a
maximum of two floors and, importantly, with
deemed planning permission. So while the local
planning authority was still obliged to consider
some issues such as environmental impact, the
starting point was that the developer did not need
to apply for planning permission itself. We did
not know how this would be dealt with in
practice.
We now have a decision applied to a proposed
development at Masons Hill. The developer
applied for approval to add two extra storeys but
this was refused by the planning department.
Planners considered those matters which were
within their powers and rejected the application
on three grounds covering the detrimental impact
of the enlarged building on the street scene, that
there was insufficient information about the
potential detrimental effect on local buildings,
and that it was not clear that there would be
adequate levels of natural light in the new
development.
In another significant move, councillors have
agreed to a so-called ‘Article 4 directive’ in
respect of three particular blocks of flats on the
ridge around the Ravensbourne Valley. This
directive permits a local authority to remove the
deemed planning permission and require a
developer to make a full application for planning
permission. Therefore, if there were to be any
application to build on top of these three blocks
then a full planning application will be needed.
The representation to councillors was brought by
Ravensbourne Valley Residents and supported by
us.

WHAT’S GOING ON BEHIND THE
HOARDING?
The activities behind the hoarding in the Village
have taken a very interesting turn. In our Winter
Newsletter we discussed the possible
consequences of a dismissal of the developer’s
appeal against a refusal of planning permission.
Our concern was that the developer had the right
just to demolish the shops.
We were told a few weeks ago that some kind of
building activity was taking place behind the
hoardings. On investigation it appears that, rather
than demolish, the developer is planning to
restore the three shops and to let them. However,
in yet another turn in this long-running saga, we
now understand that the developer has sold the
site, and at present we do not know what will
follow or when. Will there be further
applications to develop?
Another issue which has affected the appearance
of the forecourts to the shops in the Village is the
use of containers to store waste materials. For
many years there has been a debate about who
actually owns the forecourts which is important
in the context of any attempt to improve the
appearance of the Village centre.
Some excellent work carried out by one of our
members, Clare Andrews, has established that
the Borough of Bromley in fact has registered
title to a considerable proportion of the
forecourts and we have been in contact with
councillors on this issue. It is not straightforward
but we will revisit this matter.
ANYONE FOR BRIDGE?
We have, at last, a brand new footbridge across
the railway line near the station at the bottom of
Mays Hill Road. Over the last few years the
SRA has lobbied successfully for repairs to be
made at times when the track below could be
seen through the holes in the floor, but a
replacement was the only long term answer.
Next step – a bit of lighting?
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ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION REQUIREMENTS
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CONTACT CHRIS WELLS (020 8460 9340)

JOHN PRIOR (HOME IMPROVEMENTS) LTD
Complete Refurbishment Projects, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Decorating, Plumbing, Tiling,
Carpentry, Full range of Handy Man Services.

Are you in need of long-term care?
My Care Consultant is a ‘care
navigator’ whose purpose is
to help those in need of care,
their family members, and carers to find
quick, accurate answers to the many
questions that arise when care is needed.
Contact us to receive a free, no-obligation
15 minute chat about your concerns:
T - 020 3290 3110
E - ask@mycareconsultant.co.uk

Based in Shortlands. Call NOW!
Tel: 020 8699 8695/ Mobile: 0796 796 3162
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The publishers cannot accept responsibility for work carried out by advertisers

