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SRA CHAIR 

Mark Dempsey, our Chair for well over 15 
years, has decided to stand down.  Mark has 
had an enormous influence on the Association, 
making it a much more modern and               
forward-looking body.  Under his leadership 
we have established our website and a presence 
on social media, and initiated a series of highly 
successful Open Meetings.  He has always 
been open to others’ suggestions and ideas,  
inclusive and straightforward, virtues that are 
the foundations of the SRA’s approach to its 
work.   

On Mark’s departure, Mike Ricketts, our Com-
munications Officer, has agreed to be Acting 
Chair, while the search for Mark’s long-term 
successor continues.  Mike will lead the Asso-
ciation during what will be a transition period, 
as it seeks how best to identify,          prioritise 
and respond to the latest local issues confront-
ing us, some raised in our Membership Survey 
and at the AGM. 

MEMBERSHIP SURVEY 

Full details of our Spring Membership Survey 
are available via the website home page: 
www.shortlandsra.org.uk.  

Amongst the key findings, members thought 
that we represented their views pretty            
accurately.  Most people joined the SRA       
because they were interested in and wanted to 
keep abreast of local issues and activities and 
cared about their neighbourhood and the good 
of their neighbours.  The most popular          
activities organised by the SRA included Open 
Meetings and guided walks and visits. 

Issues of most concern were planning and     
development, law and order, traffic             
management and parking, local transport and 
litter.  Others rated as important were speeding, 
potholes and poor pavements, air quality and 
keeping Shortlands green. 

While we are encouraging electronic           
communication with members, most still prefer 
to receive our Newsletters in print. 

Many thanks to all who responded to our       
survey.  We plan to take full account of your 
views in developing our strategy for the future. 

FIX MY STREET 

There is a quick and effective way to contact 
the Council with complaints about problems 
near your home, ranging from potholes to   
graffiti, street cleaning and fly tipping to    
overhanging greenery.  Simply log on to 
www.fixmystreet.com and enter your postcode, 
street name or area, then locate the issue on the 
map, enter details of the problem and click 
‘send’.  A reference number is supplied.  Not 
only is it fast and simple, but it more often than 
not sees the problem quickly resolved! 

Mark Dempsey (right) receiving gift of thanks 
from Mike Ricketts on behalf of the SRA 



NEW WARD COUNCILLORS  
The newly enlarged Shortlands and Park Langley Ward has three Councillors following the local        
elections in May. They are Aisha Cuthbert: aisha.cuthbert@bromley.gov.uk, Felicity Bainbridge:        
felicity.bainbridge@bromley.gov.uk and Adam Grant: adam.grant@bromley.gov.uk. 

Membership 

Three of our Road Liaison Officers have had to 
stand down and we need volunteers to replace 
them. Roads without an LO are Bromley Road, 
Celtic Avenue, Durham Avenue, Queens Mead 
Road and Shortlands Grove. 

If you would like to assist with the distribution 
of SRA newsletters each quarter and possibly 
the collection of subscriptions, please contact 
our Membership Secretary Robert French at 
robertfrench3@outlook.com.   

Don’t forget that, if your 2022 subscription 
is still outstanding, you can pay by bank 
transfer or standing order to Santander, 
sort-code 09-01-55, account number 
82504600  

Please include your name and address as the 
reference. 

LOCAL ELECTION HUSTINGS 

In the lead up to the May Local Elections the 
SRA held a very successful hustings meeting at 
the Shortlands Golf Club on 27th April         
attended by 65 local residents. 

Of the four parties with candidates seeking to 
represent the newly extended Shortlands and 
Park Langley Ward, three had selected a      
platform speaker - Labour, Conservative and 
Liberal Democrat.  The meeting was chaired 
by our deputy chairman Keith Mills. 

Speakers were each given six minutes to       
outline their aims and priorities for the Ward 
which, if elected, they would seek to raise with 
the Council. 

The lively Q&A session which followed      
produced a wide range of questions to test the 
candidates, including the funding of social 
housing in the borough, the effect of          
Conservation Area status on Shortlands village, 
a request for the Council to livestream its    
committee meetings, the proposed               
modifications to Shortlands railway station, 
issues over cycle lanes, and the inevitable plea 
for urgent measures to improve traffic flow in 
the area. 

APRIL’S AGM - Brian Reading, President 

Reflecting upon our first face-to-face AGM 
since April 2019, this year’s gathering was 
characterised by transition.  We met as a     
community, not via the internet, whilst          
accepting apologies from some for whom 
Covid-19 and its consequences remain         
restrictive. 

We paid silent tribute to Cllr. Mary Cooke who 
died suddenly in January and who had worked 
enthusiastically in the interests of Shortlands 
during her years on the Council.  We also, 
however, looked forward to hosting a Council 
Election Hustings and the election of three new 
councillors for the newly enlarged Ward. 

We recorded our sincere thanks to our       
chairman of over 15 years, Mark Dempsey, 
who has stood down and to the Association’s 
Officers and Committee Members who agreed 
to be re-elected, while welcoming warmly 
Martyn Street, one of the SRA’s LOs, as a new 
Committee Member.  

‘GREAT HOUSE’ TOUR RETURNS 

For the first time in four years the SRA is    
organising a guided historical tour of ‘The 
Great House’, the oldest mansion in          
Shortlands, known today as Bishop Challoner 
School.  The tour will take place on      
Wednesday, 17th August at 2:30pm*.  We 
will see some of the most historical rooms, the 
secret orchard and the ‘wall of mystery’. 

The house was built over 300 years ago and it 
has been home to many famous figures and 
even the head of Oliver Cromwell!  Over the 
last 100 years it has been a private hotel 
(famed for its ginger pudding) and, since 1950, 
a school.  

*Numbers will be limited, so please call Mike 
Ricketts on 0208 460 0395 to join the tour.  
Parking will be available in the grounds. 



GREEN AND SAFE 

We know that Shortlands is an attractive place 
to live especially in spring and summer when 
street trees and residents’ gardens enhance the 
scene. 

This is also the appropriate time for a gentle 
reminder to residents to check that your trees, 
shrubs and hedges do not overhang pavements, 
potentially causing inconvenience or hazard to 
pedestrians, especially the visually impaired - a 
point raised at our AGM.  Failure to take such 
simple precautions could result in Bromley 
Council responding to complaints by            
requesting property owners take appropriate 
remedial action and, in the absence of a         
satisfactory response, doing the work and 
charging them - which could prove expensive.  
Equally, if residents believe a street tree to be 
hazardous, this can be reported to the Council 
via www.fixmystreet.com   

The Council have planted or replaced a number 
of street trees in the Shortlands area.  If one is 
close to your home, please consider helping it 
become established during the drier summer 
months by ensuring it is watered regularly. 

Let’s help keep Shortlands green and safe. 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Shortlands Railway Station On 25th May 
2022 Bromley Planning Department published 
its decision regarding the proposed lifts and 
bridges.  They granted ‘Prior Approval’ of the 
design and siting of the proposed works.  Local 
associations, including the SRA, had           
questioned the concept and the bulk and    
blandness of the design of the lift towers.  In 
particular, the SRA suggested something      
radically different which, if approved, would 
have resulted in lower lift towers and no need 
for a staircase and lift tower beside platforms 1 
and 2.  We also made these proposals directly 
to Network Rail and received no response. 

Due to their reliance on various Railway Acts, 
Network Rail did not need planning permission 
but did need approval regarding design and   
siting. 

More recently we had been in contact with the 
Railway Heritage Trust who are able to help 
with design of railway buildings in               
conservation areas.  However, the prior         
approval has stopped contact for the time      
being. 

We find the situation very unsatisfactory.  
LBB’s condition that various design features 
must be approved before commencement of the 
works is helpful but will not change the size 
and bulk of the structures. 

We are in contact with our councillors and are 
considering our options regarding the next 
steps. 

The Village On 12th July we will be very 
pleased to meet with local councillors, together 
with Cllr. Nicholas Bennett, the new portfolio 
holder for Highways, Traffic and Road Safety 
and the Assistant Director of Traffic, to discuss 
once again the problems with traffic          
movement, congestion and pedestrian safety 
around Shortlands Station.  These are perennial 
problems so let’s hope a fresh approach will 
produce inspiration. 

We still have no clarity about the development 
behind the hoarding in the Village centre.  We 
have reminded the developer that this is now 
part of a conservation area and we have asked 
for an update. 

Waitrose plans for Bromley Store Many    
people will be aware of consultations with    
local residents proposed by the John Lewis 
Partnership.  

JLP plans to build 10,000 homes in the next 10 
years.  The Bromley store is one of 3 locations 
designated for early development.  This would 
result in flats over the existing store, which 
JLP say will be in the build-to-rent sector and 
furnished by John Lewis.  A full planning    
application is expected next year. 
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Are you or a loved one in need of care? 
  

My Care Consultant is a care   
advice specialist helping those in 
need of care, their family        
members, and carers to find 
quick, accurate answers to the many questions 
that arise when care is needed, to help map out 
a plan of action, no matter what stage of the 
journey you are at. 
 

Contact our friendly team to receive a free, no-
obligation 15-minute chat about your concerns: 
 

T - 020 3290 3110 
 

E - ask@mycareconsultant.co.uk 

 

Estate Agents 
 

Sales, Lettings, Property Management,  
Land Development 

 

t: 020 8466 8445  
w: www.edwardashdale.com 


